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An overview of the curriculum

Intent/ What:

At Sladewood we ensure a knowledge-rich learning curriculum that has breadth, depth and relevance to meet the needs and
interests of all pupils. The curriculum is successfully planned sequentially and managed to ensure all pupils gain knowledge
and skills to ensure they are well prepared for the next stage in the education. Learning is an integral part of our day and
takes place throughout the day in all areas.

Implementation/ How:

Our aim is for all pupils to have fun whilst learning key skills that will equip them for life. Developing
independence is a key focus for our school and no matter how severe the disability or need, we will aim to
support our pupils to become more independent in all areas of their lives.
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Throughout the school; li i ica i lum. Active learning and physical activities
play a high profile in the curr text, healthy lifestyles and mental health is
actively promoted across all ircuits and Restorative Practice.

us on international countries, cultures and
and other relevant parties.

Through drop down curriculu
foods. Pupils are also made aware

e local communit e public, local bus

Environmental/Outdoor education is encouraged through recycli
range of activities to enrich the curriculum.

ell as being delivered ant curriculum areas. Pupils are offered a

Parents and carers are informed of the curriculum units being ms. All stakeholders have access to the

-Term plans and
Long-Term plan for each subject via the website. This s C
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Impact/ Why:
The aspiration for all pupils that attend Sladewood is that they achieve their potential in all aspects of their development. The outcome of the curriculum
ensures that pupils are prepared for their next steps in education and beyond. Sladewood school works with Secondary education providers to ensure the

curriculum prepares them eir.next steps in educ nit review d ev to ensure it suits the needs of the
pupils.

All achievements and pr e . Our pu ide et st endently, having gained the
necessary life skills to support this, at the appropri

The curriculum will be an in‘and utic which e uEsaMuM p.ll within their learning. All pupils will
have opportunities to progress academically asi\w i Ore ir f = y

potential. p (
Everyone at Sladewood will ensure we will work towards are vision of “Together we will Thrive”. N
Where we create a school community of play, laughter, acceptance, curiosity, empathy and a love
for learning.

On leaving the Sladewood community pupils will have been exposed to a broad and balanced
education where they have the knowledge, skills and confidence to thrive in their next steps of
education.

Below is the breakdown of the subjects that will be covered at Sladewood; - gg? (% O



EYFS

EYFS In line with Trust policy, Early Years pupils will follow the curriculum as outlined in .
the EYFS statutory framework that applies from September 2021. The EYFS framework a# be\le\opmeh‘\' \Zambows
includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and inter-
connected. 3 of these areas are known as the prime areas — these are seen as
particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, for building
children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. The prime areas are:

e Communication and language

¢ Physical development

¢ Personal, social and emotional development

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:

o Literacy 5
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Literacy

e Reaulation

People, Culture and
Communities

Maraging Self
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1g) Creating with
Materials

Listening, Attention
and Understanding

¢ Mathematics
e Understanding the world
® Expressive arts and design Positive Relationships Learning and Development  Unique Child Teaching and Support

Being Imaginative
and Expressive
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ion extended in to primary (and even secondary) depending
ively. In order to do this, practitioners working with the
ividual EHCPs, interests and stage of development of
onsider whether specialist support is required, linking
ies, practltloners reflect on the different ways that
children learn and include these and development will be implemented
through planned, purposeful p ch child’s emerging needs and interests,
guiding their development thr , itive i i i ir developme , the balance will gradually shift towards
more adult-led activities to he

The approach to EYFS delivery is effective in SEND schools with strategi
on pupil need. Staff will plan activities and experiences that enable
youngest children are expected to focus strongly on
each child in their care and use this information t
with relevant services from other
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expression across
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within society. We th i and development of language and
communication skills as i ool curriculum. Consequently, Engli

given a high priority in the s .
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Our intention is to teach children to: read accurately,

and enjoyment; respond appropriately t
reference materials with confidenc
in guided and shared reading sessions.

Communication ,
discuss books Phonics Readlng

& Interaction

Children are grouped according to their ability for daily phonic sessions. As children enter the school, the teachers continue/introduce children to 'Read Write

Inc.” to develop their phoni ing skills. Thein prog ntinu red hers. O hildr earnt to read, they are encouraged
ses; develop their skills of

el
to read to learn. Strategi ch as/Shared, In ne ache an help children to become more
rough the p iting hen riate to the task and their

reflective and critical readers develo

Writing

Our intention is to teach c‘ wing conf

communicating in a lively an ; ta

developmental level) in order to produce worl an be! and fin e kno dge and ability to apply spelling, punctuation and
grammatical conventions. To support the |mp|ementat|on of writing across the classes we WI|| use talk for writing schemes to support our vision for purposeful
writing.

In the course of their work, children will also be involved in drama and role-play activities. These elements of English will extend their ability to communicate and
to understand the communication of others. ICT will be used to extend their access to information and to develop the skills required for the 21st Century.

Maths

A mastery approach has been adopted when delivering the maths curriculum allowing to explore with the students on a topic and progress at their pace, allowing
learning to be present in different forms allowing children to gain deeper understanding of mathematical concepts.



A topic- based approach has been taken to support the idea of cross curricular links
and ensure that students see Maths as a life skill that they will need.

Children engage in problem solving, reasoning and number practical activities daily.

The National Curriculum framework is adapted and differentiated to meet the

individual needs of our children. In the Maths lessons there is a strong emphasis on 2
oral work, developing mathematical language, fluency and the basic numeracy A [*_3]
skills. Leading to pupils engaging in: the development of mental strategies, written

methods, practical work, investigational work, problem solving, mathematical Working

discussion, the consolidation of basic skills and number facts. Children at this stage

will have good use of mathematical language and will be engaging within the Mathematica[lg N Tﬂ
mastery maths approach and understanding the meaning of problem solving. This 1 23 O] ===
will provide them with good foundation skills into their next steps of education.

Number  Geometry & Measure

Personal, So elopment is the umbrella name for the following subject areas;
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PSHE Citizenship RE Thrive bodies and healthy minds.

The topics covered and th osen to ensure that the

specific needs of our pupil

Our PSHE curriculum and w
citizen, maintain positive me
encourage self-love and unders ing, develop emotie

safety. The PSHE curriculum is enhanced and supported by €

young people with the to , build positive relationships, be a good
im to nurture the appreciation of diversity,

out all aspects of safety, including online

Citizenship
Our Citizenship curriculum will support our PSHE and enable indiv
explore our roles in local and wider communities and endeavour,

es as active and proag ens with the local community. We will
munity within Slade lues.

RE
Religious Education

Our RE lessons are intended to offer a broad and rich curriculum to allow for coverage of the areas prescribed; to allow for a variety of ways to explore religions, their
community and personal development and wellbeing.

We aim for pupils to get a t and progressive experience ofithe € g

Through each unit, childrep will bout ta Q eligions a or| WS e Q en gate and respond to a variety of
issues. SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and cultural), personal growth and community cohesion are featured throughout each non-statutory strand and are there to ensure
opportunities for children to *positi titud lue tore d eirlearningin RE to th owywiences.

The intent is to make sure that n t | t e and how it affects ourlives.

RE coverage should aim to:

. provoke challenging questions;

. encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs;

. teach pupils to develop respect for others;

. prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities.
. enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging;

THRIVE

Thrive is a whole school intervention which will be used to support pupils’ emotional health and well-being, child development, emotional regulation, supporting
self -identity/ belief and forming relationships with one another. All children will be assessed on thrive and classes will build in a thrive session to develop the
sense of Place withing their classrooms. (Play, Love, Acceptance, curiosity and Empathy). Thrive focuses on 6 core strands and within a primary school setting
we will be focusing on Being, Doing, Thinking, Power and Identity as well as skills and structure. We will be providing the children with the right foundations to
build interdependence within their next stage of education.



For those children who need more support socially and emotionally they will be identified for individualised Action plans and interventions for thrive.

Enrichment

Every Friday afternoon pupils complete the week with an Enrichment session. The numerous choices that pupils select from allows them to further develop
their social skills with pupils across the school and to work on outcomes on their EHCP whilst having fun! These activities include: cycling, arts and crafts,
football, gardening, meditation, yoga, music and many more.

Understanding the world.

Understanding the world is the umbrella term for the following group of subjects; Our World (Geography, History, Science), Computing, Product Design and
Food technology. The purpose of these subjects is for the children to have a greater understanding of the world they live within and their place within the world.
The other aspect is to focus on key life skills to enable them to access more independence in the wider world.

Our world
‘Our World’ as a whole subject is unique withing Sandtrust schools incorporating sessions in science, geography and history to form a rounded and accessible
curriculum for our pupils.

. Four of these combine science and geography topics and

Across this curriculum, there are five learning strands which pupils
one history which are named;
. Me, You and Where We Live
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Science Geography  History

The Our World curriculum h
targeted towards the needs
allows pupils to build upon th
learning.

deep and retai

ng on a Bear Hunt’ could introduce themes
iry tales.

opic. For example,
astles, knights or myt

The classes may use a reading book as a starting point to develo
such as materials, the senses, and maps. History topics are based

Computing

Computing covers everything from learning to use computer and using Micr,

Our students learn the basics of codi nt iPad apps and begin to use laptops using a keyboard and mouse.
As they get older, students begin u in to explore word processing and presentations. Students also begin to develop an
oints, using tools safely and

understanding of how to stay safe online in line with their PSHE work on the topic.
% | as being encouraged to plan,
Food Technology ‘

WEﬁM ole class topics and themes.
In Food Technology the pupils will begin to develop wareness of fo giene ic skills when preparing foods. The groups will be exploring where

food comes from, healthy life style choices and the different food types for a balanced diet. We will be doing lots of practical activities to explore how to use a
range of tools safely. The long term breaks down the skills into 3 main sections, where food comes from, Diet, cooking skills and safety. These skills are revisited
and built upon throughout the curriculum.

Product Design
In their Product Design k, the ils will
investigations of different ials, such a
developing their constructi d i
design and share their creation with othe,

g techniques. Making

Wher



Physical Development %H Sensory

This is the umbrella for the following subjects; Active Skills (PE), Swimming, Outdoor learning, Sensory Circuits %
Circuits and Sensory room. This group of subjects is all about promoting physical health and well-being. ° &
Exposing pupils and individuals to a range of activities that may turn into areas of interests and hobbies Phystcal

for the children. Exposing them to physical activities which can promote a positive relationship with Sensory room
physical activities.

Active Ski"s @A Sw[mmlng @

The younger pupils will be developing their basic skills to actively participate in different sports such

as ball games. The older pupils will then use these skills to play simple games. Pupils WI|| also have the Active Skills Outdoor
opportunity to participate in gym, dance and movement lessons and also devel ine motor skills learning
doing sensory circuits. All pupils throughout the year have the opportuni
lessons and to compete in external competitions when possible. Slad
of Physical activities and offering valuable CPD opportunities to our,

sports organisation to support us in offering a wide range
ctive education to our pupils.

Swimming
Sladewood will work with local lei
a block of swimming lessons to

e regular opportunities for our g
and water confidence.

pils to partici in swimming lessons. The aim is for each class to get

Sensory Circuits/ Senso
Sladewood are committed ensure that ent breaks for the children to support

with their physical dev i g ment) as.\A ing i ared attention to be able to access other
areas of education. S
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S sion for expressive arts and supportmg pupils to find hobbies and passions they
may enjoy. Giving them opportunities to perform in dance festivals, choirs or class-based shows.

The Arts is an integral par,
media. We encourage o

usic, gaming and dances on social
ingful to them.

There is something in thi
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Each year we will have 5 allocated International Days. International days are planned around a
theme, and these are held during different terms. Teachers are all involved in planning sequence
of activities linked to different countries. Generally, a whole school assembly is held in the
morning to introduce the international day. Learning basic foreign language phrases are
incorporated. This helps pupils improve their confidence having “Yes, | can say the words” attitude
leading to an enthusiastic sense of an open mind. Holding International days at Sladewood
broadens pupils’ personal knowledge about different foreign cultures, landmarks, taste foreign
cuisine, spiritual, moral, and cultural development and many more benefits. These days promote
diversity in the school community.

is most enjoyable and fun for them.

At times linking with the local community and bringing in visitors that originate from many different countries of the world to share their language, culture, and
experiences with us has made these days extremely successful. International days are a fantastic way of making our pupils aware of the countries and culture of
the wider world.



Interventions

Interventions will play a big part of the curriculum at Sladewood. Interventions will support
pupils in being able to regulate and share attention to enable them to access a well
differentiated curriculum to meet their needs. Our main interventions at Sladewood will
focus on Occupational therapy guidance; often using DIR floor time and Sensory processing
programs such as sensory circuits. We will be supported by an OT during the week. Another
area of focus will be Speech and language, this will be another important intervention for us
to ensure we have a total communication approach across the school setting ensuring that all
children have the opportunities to have their voice heard in their chosen method of
communication. By enabling this we should be enabling them to access the learning tasks.
The school environment will be supported by the spoken word, consistent visual symbols,
Makaton and AAC communication methods where needed. Sladewood would have their
own speech and language therapist working within the school. Another key intervention for
us will be THRIVE which focuses on child development, neuro science and mental h
well-being. There is a trained thrive practitioner at Sladewood.

Other interventions may include; Lego Friends/ communication (Socia
Skills (physical development); Active Listening (counselling); Relax Ki
Yoga (physical development); Therapeutic play; Behauvi
behaviour); Self -esteem and Making Up sessions

LOVE AND BELONGING

friendship, family, intimacy, sense of connection

SAFETY AND SECURITY
health, employment, property, family and social abilty

A ie riched, high i i being and is deeply connected to child’s
arnin, vement in the . i o improve opportunities for physical
ivity, tion, @ i i d enjoyment through improved play.
d development in over 380
UK.

OPAL is based on the idea that as well
play and on average 20% of their timg
on the individual needs of the pupils

Idren also learn when they
ure can be higher dependant

Play is not messing about. It j i gs that cannot be taught, while also feeling
like it is fun.
As an OPAL school we offer ci
responsibility for their play, ou lows children to experience managing risk
in their play. Outdoor play times offer'opportunities to obse i at children may not have opportunities to

¥ r a8’ 19
SCHQQL CL\JBS

As a school we will look for opportunities to provide children with a variety of different activities, we hope to link with RDA (riding for the Disabled) and other
therapeutic animal activities that can support our pupils to grow and develop.

Throughout the school yg okchnDpsnEltW@ @ ¢ b
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sitive relationships based on respect
I We believe that every individual is

Extra- Curricular Activities

In the mornings, breakfast club is available for pupils so they ca
healthy breakfast before the day begins. We will aim to proyi
can take part in Multi Skills, Arts and Crafts and Dran
the year.

The Restorative Framework is based upon 'knowing the effects | have on others'. Making changes to the way we approach

incidences and issues provides children, and others, with the opportunity to think about how they relate to each other and how
they can find positive ways of repairing harm caused, rather than focusing solely on punishing poor behaviour or individuals
avoiding taking responsibility for their actions.



Children and adults are encouraged to put things right together. All members of staff are trained in the key
principles of RP and we understand the importance of modelling positive language, behaviour and take time
to develop positive and meaningful relationships with colleagues and pupils. When positive relationships are To
developed and connections are made individuals are less likely to cause harm to others and damage

relationships.
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Challenge

For

] Support >

Whilst the pupils are learning and having fun, the teachers are constantly assessing their progress within
lessons and, three times per year, teachers use our bespoke Sladewood Progress Tracker on a system called

Pupil Asset.

Progress & Assessment

all subject areas and throughout the year teachers assess

At the beginning of

also assessed on their Social J i sessments. There is also a bespoke EHCA
ol that links direl i i ocus on their main areas of needs and pin

gress, we ensure our pupils are

At Sladewood we en
wherever they can.

homework to take place
spellings) and Maths (Mathl
to reading each night at ho

al learning at home, we do not expect
Each week pupils may be allocated
is an expectation that pupils will £

Together we Thrive!
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