
Comprehension 

Framework 

This framework is based around blank level questioning development, the use of colourful semantics to 

develop language comprehension and our RWI scheme.  
 

Reading comprehension 
  

Stage 5 • I can point to a named object (point to the lorry) 
• I can match objects (find a teddy like this) 
• I can match to an image (find a car like this)  
• I can name a range of objects (real life objects and pictures) 
• I can name a range of actions (real life actions and images) 
• I can name a range of people (in real life and images) 

Stage 6 • I can repeat a simple sentence (Let’s say it: “the owl is looking”) 

• I can show that I enjoy listening to some familiar stories 

• I can join in with predictable phrases 

• I can fill in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or games, e.g. 'Humpty Dumpty sat on a ...' 

• I can show 'reading like' behaviour by turning pages and holding the book the right way up. 

Stage 7 • I can describe a simple scene -‘What’s happening in the picture?’  
• I can complete a simple sentence –‘I put the hat on my …..’  
• I can join in with role play relating to a story with support. 
• I can select a familiar story on request. 
• I can recall significant parts of a story that has been read to me when shown a visual  
• I can talk about a story that has been read to me showing understanding of the main characters 

Stage 8 • I can remember given information –‘the cat ate fish- what did the cat eat?’ 



• I can show that I am able to categorise (sort the animals and the people into groups) 
• I can show that I am able to understand the function of an object (show me the one we draw with- fork and pencil) 
• I can show that I am able to describe the correct function of an object (fork – to eat with or to wear) 
• I can answer ‘who’ questions about an image  
• I can answer ‘who’ questions from a piece of text that has been read to me  

Stage 9 • I can follow a 1-step instruction (put the pen in the draw) 
• I can answer ‘what doing’ questions about an image  
• I can answer ‘what doing’ questions about a piece of text that has been read to me   
• I can answer ‘what’ questions about an image 
• I can answer ‘what’ questions about a piece of text that has been read to me  
• I can follow a 2-step instruction (put the pen in the draw and the book in your bag) 
• I can find an object by exclusion (find me the car that is not blue) 
• I can sequence two pictures in the right order. 
• I can recognise my own name from a selection of two. 

Stage 10 • I can start to talk about a story that has been read to me showing understanding of the sequence of events. 
• I can question the reader if part of a familiar story is altered. 
• I can follow a 3-step instruction (put the hat on your head, your cup in the sink and the pen in the pot) 
• I can sequence 4 pictures in the right order  
• I can recognise my own name. 
• I can show understanding of a range of ‘place’ vocabulary 
• I can show understanding of a range of positional language   
• I Can answer ‘where’ questions about an image  
• I can answer ‘where’ question about a piece of text that has been read to me 

Stage 11 • I can start to recognise text in my environment and show understanding of its meaning  
• I can sequence 5 pictures in the right order  
• I can retell narratives in the correct sequence using the language patterns of the stories. 
• I can answer when questions about an image  
• I can answer when questions about a piece of text that has been read to me  
• I can answer ‘who’, ‘what doing’ and ‘what’ questions about a text I have read (adult support with non-decodable words) 
• I can answer ‘where’ and ‘when’ questions about a piece of text that I have read (adult support with non-decodable words) 



• I can follow a 1-step instruction that I have read (adult support with non-decodable words) 
• I can follow a 2-step instruction that I have read (adult support with non-decodable words) 

Stage 12 • I can make a description (tell me about your dog-tell me about the story) 
• I can answer questions identifying description (what did his jumper look like?) about an image 
• I can answer questions identifying description from a piece of text  
• I can make a simple prediction (what will happen next? - what do you think will happen in the story?) 
• I can take on the role of another person (what could he say?) 
• I can follow a 3-step instruction that I have read (adult support with non-decodable words) 

Stage 13 • I can answer how questions with a simple answer (how did the girl feel? - how did they get to the moon?) 
• I can answer how questions that require a longer answer (how do you make a cake?) 
• I can answer why questions about a text  
• I can answer what if? questions  
• I can identify fiction and non-fiction texts  
• I can give a simple definition (what is a farm?) 
• I can link what I hear/ read to my own experiences 
• I can show understanding of what a piece of text is for (recipes – fact files- stories) 

Stage 14 • I can talk about word meanings (e.g. fond- like / disappear- gone)  
• I can recognise features of a front cover - title, author, illustrator and blurb. 
• I can identify a cause within a text (why did the man fall off his bike?) 
• I can understand what a pronoun refers to across sentences e.g. 'The cat meowed. She was hungry.' 
• I can show my understanding of a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction that has been read and listened to, by contributing 

to discussion. 
• I can use a contents and index page in a basic information book at my reading level. 
• I can read aloud taking account of sentences (full stops) 
• I can re-tell a wide range of stories including fairy stories and traditional tales that I've read, and begin to use intonation. 

Stage 15 • I can read texts and poetry aloud, taking account of punctuation, including full stops and exclamation marks. 
• I can answer questions where I would need to add justification (why do we need an umbrella?) 
• I can answer questions that require problem solving (what would you do to make sure that didn’t happen again?) 
• I can explain compound words (why is it called a rainbow?)  
• I can express how an event or idea in a text makes the reader feel. 



• I can construct meaning whilst reading independently, self-correcting where the sense of the text is lost. 
• I can infer characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and justify inferences with evidence. 
• I can predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
• I can summarise the key points of a paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas. 
• I can summarise a text, identifying key details that support the main ideas. 
• I can distinguish statements of fact and opinion. 
 

 

  
 


