
Writing skills framework 
 

Writing skills framework (sentence construction and SPAG)  

Stage 5  • I can transition to an activity with support 
• I can focus on an object/person (e.g. stands still to look) 
• I can respond to intensive interaction  
• I can focus on one activity (single channelled attention/solitary play) 
• Sit for a period of time (support from photo/symbol) 
• I can show understanding of familiar people (looking at/ moving towards a named person) 
• I can respond to my own name  
• I can show a response to verbal information (we are going outside, finished, stop)  
• I can direct my attention to a named object or activity  
• I can indicate to a object (pointing or looking) 

• I can indicate to an image (pointing or looking) 

• I can indicate to a symbol (pointing) 

Stage 6 • I can match 2 objects  
• I can match 2 images 
• I can match 2 symbols  
• I can match and object to an image  
• I can match a symbol to image 
• I can identify an image of myself (who?) 

• I can identify an image of someone familiar (who?) 
• I can identify an image of a character (who?) 
• I can choose the correct image/symbol of who to complete a sentence (It is….. or ……. is on the bike) (who?) 

• I can communicates ideas for adults to scribe 

• I can label an item with support  

Stage 7  • I can sometimes give meaning to my mark making, drawings and paintings 
• I can ascribe meanings to signs, symbols and words that they see in different places, including those they make themselves 
• I can copy and action and listen to an adult name the action (e.g. running) (what doing?) 
• I can show an action when an adult names it (what doing?) 



• I can indicate to a symbol/image/sound button to describe and action shown (what doing?) 
• I can indicate to a symbol/image/sound button to describe an action shown in an image (what doing?) 
• I can choose the correct image/symbol of a verb to complete a sentence (The boy is…….) (what doing?) 
• I can choose create a 2 part sentence using colourful semantic symbols (who and what doing) 
• I can copy some of the words in my sentence from left to right with some accuracy.  
• I can select the correct symbol to describe what when shown and object physically (what?) 
• I can select the correct symbol to describe ‘what’ in an image (what?) 
• I can choose the correct ‘what’ symbol to complete a sentence (the boy is eating….) (what?) 
• I can correctly identify the initial sounds of simple words and start to use this knowledge within my writing  
• I can make up stories, play scenarios, and drawings in response to experiences, such as outings 

Stage 8 • I can draw pictures or choose symbols to record a sequence of events with adult support 
• I can correctly sequence my words when attempting to write them.  
• I can create a 3-part sentence to describe an image (who, what doing, what)  
• I can identify a range of places (physically) (where?) 
• I can identify a range of places (pictorially) (where?) 
• I can select the correct place symbol to complete a sentence (the boy is wearing pyjamas in his bedroom) (where?) 
• I can create a 4-part sentence to describe an image (who, what doing, what, where)  
• I can begin to understand that people and objects and nouns  
• I can begin to understand that action words are called verbs 
• I can use a word bank to help me find the correct vocabulary with adult support. 
• I can start to leave spaces between words with support. 

Stage 9 • I can describe something about a person when given a choice of adjectives (describe) 
• I can describe an action when given a choice of adjectives (describe) 
• I can describe an object when given a choice of adjectives (describe)  
• I can describe a place when given a choice of adjectives (describe)  
• I can add an adjective into a given sentence in a given space (describe)  
• I can add an adjective into a sentence I have created (describe) 
• I can sort verbs and nouns  
• I can sort, verbs, nouns and adjectives  
• I can show appropriate use of spaces between words. 
• I can understand what a full stop is for and use it at the end of my sentence. 
• I can show that I am starting to make phonic attempts at words (appropriate for my level) 
• I can spell a range of CVC words correctly 



Stage 
10 

• I can use day and night to describe when (when?) 
• I can use simple time language to describe when (e.g. first, then, after.) (when?) 
• I can add time language into a given sentence (when?) 
• I can use time language to describe when within a sentence I have created (when?) 
• I can understand that I need to use a capital letter at the beginning of a sentence. 
• I can use a word bank to create my sentence  
• I can add determiners into my sentence with adult support (the, a, my, your, an, this, that, his, her, their, some, all) 
• I can writes two simple sentences to form a short narrative 
• I can Spell 4 letter words, made up of single sounds and set 1 digraphs 
• I can Spell ‘red words’ taught so far 

Stage 
11 

• I can recognise that I need to use a capital letter for people and places. 
• I can use a capital letter for “I”. 
• I can use determiners in my sentences with some support (not always spelt correctly)  
• I can use prepositions in my sentences correctly 
• I can compose a sentence orally and then write it (without colourful semantics) 
• I can use a stimulus to help me come up with ideas for my writing. 
• I can Re-read what I have written with an adult or a friend to check that it makes sense 
• I can start to show understanding of past tense and present tense 
• I can start to use the past tense verbally with some accuracy after adult modelling  

Stage 
12 

• I can recognise and write the days of the week using capital letters. 
• I can recognise a question mark and use it at the end of a question with adult support. 
• I can add -s to make a noun plural.  
• I can say out loud what my writing is going to be about.  
• I can re- tell events in a sequence independently.  
• I can show that I am aware of different reasons for writing (fiction and non- fiction) 
• I can sequence sentences to form short narratives.  
• I can re- read what I have written independently. 
• I can start to use the past and present tenses within my writing with adult and visual support 

Stage 
13 

• I can write about real events. 

• I can use my own ideas and imagination in my writing 

• I can recognise and use an exclamation mark.  

• I can use the prefix -un.  



• I can successfully add the suffixes –ing, –ed, –er and –est to root words where no change is needed in the spelling of the root words 
(e.g. helped, quickest). 

• I can use ‘and’ to link ideas and sentences.  

• I can read my writing out loud.  

• I can read my writing and check it makes sense 

• I can use the past and present tense with visual support  

Stage 
14  

• I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing, e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly. 
• I can understand the use of speech marks and use these within my own writing  
• I can spell common exception words (red words appropriate to my RWI level)  
• Segments spoken words into phonemes and represents these with graphemes (mostly correctly) 
• Spells taught contractions of more than one syllable e.g. couldn’t, didn’t 
• Spells taught words with the possessive apostrophe (e.g. Bob’s, the child’s) 
• Makes plausible phonetic attempts at spelling new two syllable words by segmenting and blending familiar sounds 
• Writes a statement and demarcates with a full stop   
• Writes a question and demarcates with a question mark  
• Uses a word bank to create simple noun phrases (e.g. the grumpy dinosaur)   
• Uses the present tense mostly correctly and consistently   
• Uses the past tense mostly correctly and consistently  

Stage 
15 

 
• I can make plausible phonetic attempts at spelling new words of more than two syllables by segmenting and blending familiar sounds.  
• I can spell taught homophones (e.g. see and sea, there and their)  
• I can write simple sentences dictated by an adult (including taught skills for this level)  
• I can applies spelling rules where the sound is spelt as ‘ge’ and’ dge’ (e.g. fudge, huge) or is spelt as ‘g‘ or ‘j’ elsewhere in words (e.g. 

magic, adjust)   
• I can apply spelling rules where the /n/ sound is spelt ‘kn’ and ‘gn’ (e.g. knock, gnaw)  
• I can apply spelling rules where the /r/ sound is spelt ‘wr’ (e.g. write, written)  
• I can apply spelling rules where the /l/ sound is spelt –le(e.g. little, middle) or spelt –el (e.g. camel, tunnel) or spelt –al (e.g. metal, 

hospital) or spelt –il (e.g. fossil, nostril)   
• I can apply spelling rules where the /i/ sound is spelt –y (e.g. cry, fly, July) 
• I can apply spelling rules adding–es to nouns and verbs ending in –y where the ‘y’ is changed to ‘i’ before the –es (e.g. flies, tries, 

carries) 
• I can form capital letters and lower-case letters of the correct size and orientation in relation to one another   
• I can use appropriate spacing between words   



• I can combine clauses/sentences using co-ordination (or/and/but)   
• I can combine clauses/sentences using subordination (when/if/that/because)  
• I can write an exclamation and demarcates with an exclamation mark   
• I can use a simple noun phrase in writing   
• I can use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks throughout most writing accurately  

Stage 
16 

• I can apply spelling rules adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words of one syllable ending in a single consonant letter after a single 
vowel letter (including exceptions)  

• I can apply spelling rules where the sound or is spelt ‘a’ before ‘l’ and ’ll’(e.g. ball, always) §  
• I can apply spelling rules where the ‘u’ sound is spelt ‘o’ (e.g. other, mother, brother)   
• I can apply spelling rules where the ‘ee’ sound is spelt –ey: the plural forms of these words are made by the addition of -s (e.g. donkeys, 

monkeys)  
• I can apply spelling rules where the ‘o’ sound is spelt ‘a’ after ‘w’ and ‘qu’ (e.g. want, quantity, squash)   
• I can apply spelling rules where the ‘ur’ sound is spelt ‘or’ after ‘w’ (e.g. word, work, worm)   
• I can apply spelling rules where the ‘or’ sound is spelt ‘ar’ after ‘w’ (e.g. warm, towards) §  
• I can apply spelling rules where the ‘sh’ sound spelt ‘s’ (e.g. television, usual). § 
• I can apply spelling rules adding –ed, –ing, –er and –est to a root word ending in –y (e.g. skiing, replied) and exceptions to the rules  
• I can apply spelling rules adding the endings –ing, –ed, –er, –est and –y to words ending in –e with a consonant before (including 

exceptions)  
• I can form lower case letters of the correct size in relation to one another 
• I can write a command and demarcates appropriately, using a full stop or exclamation mark  
• I can use an expanded noun phrase in writing, to describe and specify (e.g. yummy, cold ice-cream) 
• I can use commas to separate items in a list  
• I can use apostrophes to mark singular possession  
• I can use apostrophes to mark learned contractions 

Stage 
17 

• I can use prefixes dis-, mis-, bi-, re- and de- correctly   
• I can use the suffix -ly where there is no change to the root word correctly 
• I can use words with added suffixes (-er, -ed, -ing) to words with more than one syllable correctly  
• I can spell taught homophones (e.g. see and sea, there and their)  
• I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals (e.g. girls’, boys’) 
• I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with irregular plurals (e.g. children’s)  
• I can spell words with the ‘ay’ sound spelt ‘ei’,‘eigh’, or‘ey’(e.g. vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey)   
• I can spell words with the ‘i’ sound spelt ‘y’ in a position other than at the end of words (e.g. mystery, gym)  
• I can use appropriate spacing between words, relevant to the size of the letters   



• I can sort and match past and present verb forms. 
• I can maintain the correct/same tense throughout a piece of writing  
• I can use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correctly within writing  
• I can use subordinate clauses including when, if, because and although, to extend the range of sentences with more than one clause  
• I can use a range of conjunctions to show time/place/cause   
• I can use a range of adverbs/fronted adverbials to show time/place/cause  
• I can use a range of prepositions to show time/place/cause  
• I can start to understand what paragraphs are for and when I need to use them with support  

 

Stage 
18 

• I can spell words with a ‘k’ sound spelt with ‘ch’ (e.g. scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character)  
• I can spell words ending in the ‘g’ sound spelt ‘gue’ and the /k/ sound spelt ‘que’ (e.g. league, tongue, antique, unique)  
• I can spell words with a ‘sh’ sound spelt with ‘ch’ (e.g. chef, chalet, machine, brochure)  
• I can spell words with a short ‘u’ sound spelt with ‘ou’ (e.g. young, touch, double, trouble, country)  
• I can spell words ending with the ‘zher’ sound spelt with ‘sure’ (e.g. measure, treasure, pleasure, enclosure)  
• I can spell words ending with the ‘cher’ sound spelt with ‘ture’ (e.g. creature, furniture, picture, nature, adventure)  
• I can use the first 2/3 letters of a word to check it’s spelling in a dictionary  
• I can spell taught common exception words accurately (appropriate for my reading level) 
• I can use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks accurately throughout writing  
• I can uses commas in a list accurately throughout writing 
• I can begin to use a comma after an adverb/fronted adverbial  
• I can sort and identify nouns and pronouns  
• I can use nouns and pronouns accurately when writing a sentence 
• I can indicate possessive plurals (e.g. by simply adding s –Tims cat)  
• I can punctuate direct speech with speech marks  
• I can use a range of sentence structures in a piece of writing 
• I can use paragraphs in my writing  

 

 

 


