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Learning to learn: Communication and interaction

Understanding

Expressive

Communication

Stage

Stage

Reacts to close, dominant stimuli
(e.g light, sound,

physical contact, movement)

Attends to familiar voices and
sounds (turning head, eye
movements, facial expressions,
physical response)

Responds to name- Looking or
smiling

Demonstrates understanding and
enjoyment of pleasurable
experiences

Anticipates an understanding of
the sequence of activities within
daily routines and familiar play
routines

Listens to speech in the
environment (turning head, body
language, facial expression)

Communicates discomfort
unintentionally (changes in facial
expression, crying, or
movements)

Begins to show positive or
negative responses to range of
stimuli over time (vocal sounds,
facial expression, movements)
Begins to show consistent
response to stimuli (behaviours
that show preferences)
Communicates happiness
(smiling, laughing, physical
movement, relaxation)

Accepts an object or activity (e.g.

smiling, turning towards,
reaching out)

Rejects an activity or object
(turning away, pushing away or
grimacing)

| can attract attention

Requests more of highly
motivating activity -gesture,
vocalisation, consistent
movement

Notices when a familiar adult is
present

Responds to close contact with
familiar adults (recognition, relaxes
when with adult, can be soothed
by the adult)

Shows an interest in people
(follows movement, attends to
voices, gazes at faces)

| can make vocalisations

| can respond to interactions
initiated by others (e.g. smiling,
physical movement, anticipation,
rejection)

| can communicate for an
interaction to continue (reaching
out, pulling towards, body
language)

| can sustain an interaction with an
adult for 30 seconds

| can take turns within a 30 second
interaction (e.g. mirroring actions,




Stage

Stage

Begins to show understanding
transitions with support of total
communication

Demonstrates an understanding
of language within the context of
a play activity (e.g. shows
anticipations or responds to
language such as ready steady go)
Demonstrates an understanding
of language within daily routines
(e.g. moves towards coat when
adult say ‘get your coat’)

Shows understanding of
transitions with adult support
| can follow a 1 key word
instruction within an activity

Shows understanding of
transitions with independence

| can show an understanding of
negatives (e.g. no)

| can start to use vocalisations in
a more meaningful way (e.g.
babble during play, vocal turns,
humming)

| can communicate a choice
when presented with 1
preferred and 1 non preferred
object

| can communicate a choice
when presented with 2
preferred objects

| can communicate a choice
when presented with 3
preferred objects

| can begin to communicate for
objects that are out of reach
(e.g. pointing or reaching or
looking)

| can show a consistent refusal
of a non-preferred activity

| can begin to use symbolic
communication (e.g. pointing,
signs, consistent gestures, or
Symbols/AAC)

| can begin to show a preference
towards a form of
communication (e.g. signing,
symbols, TOBIS, AAC)

| can make request using my
preferred form of
communication (signing, verbal,
AAC, Symbols, TOBIS)

physical movements or
vocalisations)

| can imitate a single action or
gesture after adult modelling (e.g.
clapping)

| can seek out a familiar adult

| can show an awareness of my
peers (looking at or moving
towards)

| can share a space with a peer -
tolerating them playing alongside
me

| can tolerate an adult joining my
play can use my preferred form of
communication during this
interaction



Stage

| can demonstrate an
understanding of simple
guestions in the context of
activities (e.g. do you want more?
Do you want the blue car?)

| can label/comment using my
preferred form of
communication (signing, verbal,
AAC, Symbols, TOBIS)

| can ask for help using my
preferred form of
communication (signing, verbal,
AAC, Symbols, TOBIS)

| can greet using my preferred
form of communication (signing,
verbal, AAC, Symbols, TOBIS)

| can engage in social exchange
with familiar adults using my
preferred form of
communication (signing, verbal,
AAC, Symbols, TOBIS)

| can tolerate a peer joining my
play can use my preferred form of
communication during this
interaction with support



